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Introduction
The Bureau of Standards is a statutory body established by the Standards Act, 1968. Its functions are controlled by this Act, as well as the Processed Foods Act, 1959 and the Weights and Measures Act, 1976.

The mission of the Bureau of Standards of Jamaica (BSJ) is to promote the international competitiveness of Jamaican products, facilitate trade and protect consumers by providing standardisation and metrology services through visionary leadership, consultations, teamwork and a committed, motivated and professional workforce.

The Standards Development and Certification Division facilitates trade and protects Jamaican consumers by the timely development and promulgation of national standards.
Standards can be described as documents stating the technical information necessary for achieving reasonable safety, quality and efficiency of products, processes and procedures.
Who Benefits?  Everyone benefits from standardisation. 

Consumers benefit from improved products. 

Manufacturers benefit from the Bureau’s training, testing and advisory services. 

Manufacturers also benefit from the Bureau’s international link because the results of tests performed by the Bureau are accepted in export markets. In addition, the Bureau also helps manufacturers to keep and expand foreign and local markets by providing the facilities and services needed to manufacture local products of good quality. Jamaica benefits by saving foreign exchange, which would normally be spent on testing services overseas.

Your Role

The Standards and Certification Division facilitates industry participation in standards development, allowing the development of new standards and expansion to new markets both locally and regionally.
Jamaica is a voting member of the International Organisation for Standardisation (ISO, URL: http://www.iso.org/iso/home.htm), and as such a number of committees have been established in order to provide a mechanism to enlist feedback and comments from you…ICT professionals, the ICT vendor community, leverage organisations, industry experts, interested stakeholders and the like… on international standards to be adopted or adapted to suit the needs of the national community.

The Joint Technical Committee 1 of ISO and IEC (ISO/IEC JTC 1)
The Joint Technical Committee 1 of ISO and IEC (ISO/IEC JTC 1) is the Committee that has been established to solicit, facilitate and communicate feedback to ISO. It was formed as a merger between ISO/TC 97 and IEC/TC 83, with IEC//SC 47B joining later, with the intent to bring together, in a single committee, the then Information Technology standardisation activities of the two (2) parent organisations.

At that time, the most ambitious Information and Communications Technology (ICT) standardisation effort on Open Systems Interconnection (OSI) was underway, which enjoyed significant support from major market players (governments, major customers and computer systems manufacturers). Think about it, the Internet as we know it today was made possible as a result of some of the standards created by this local body.
In the fourteen (14) years of its existence, JTC 1 has brought about a number of very successful and relevant ICT standards in the fields of multimedia (in particular, MPEG), IC cards ("smart cards"), ICT security, database query and programming languages as well as character sets, to name but a few.

The advent of the information age poses a new challenge to JTC 1: Computing is now ubiquitous in industrialised societies. It is also a key enabler in many fields of science to the point that it was written, author unknown, that “All science is computer science”. ICT permeates and impacts all spheres of life, including different cultural and social environments and economies.

Traditional boundaries between providers no longer dominate the ICT environment. Many ICT providers operate in multiple countries providing products to meet customers’ demands and whose properties vary by nationality, culture, language and legal nuances and requirements. Convergence, globalisation and cultural and linguistic adaptability have emerged as means to address these challenges.
While over seventeen (17) sub-committees exist within the JTC 1, a decision was agreed and taken by the Executive Committee to focus attention, effort, support and participation on four (4) mirror sub-committees, which we believe may have the most impact on the ICT stakeholder community in Jamaica. These four (4) mirror sub-committees are as follows:
Mirror Sub Committees of Major Interest*
	Subcommittee/Working Group
	Title
	Voting Focus

	JTC 1/SC 6
	Telecommunications and Information Exchange between Systems
	Priority

	JTC 1/SC 7
	Software and Systems Engineering
	Priority

	JTC 1/SC 27
	IT Security Techniques
	Priority

	JTC 1/SC 36
	Information Technology for Learning, Education and Training
	Priority


* NOTE: This list may be modified as the need arises.

Summary of Work of the Mirror Sub Committees
Telecommunications and Information Exchange between Systems (SC6)
SC6 is involved in standardisation activities in the field of telecommunications, dealing with the exchange of information between open systems, including system functions, procedures, parameters and equipment, as well as the conditions for their use. This standardisation includes the lower layers that support the physical, data link, network and transport protocol and services, including private integrated services networking, as well as the upper layers that support the application protocols and services such as Directory and ASN.1. A vital aspect of this work is done in effective cooperation with ITU-T and other worldwide and regional standardisation bodies, e.g. IEEE and IETF.

Software and Systems Engineering (SC7)
A unified set of software and systems engineering standards widely accepted by the intended class of users.

Systems engineering, whose origin is traceable to industrial engineering, is defined as an interdisciplinary approach governing the total technical and managerial effort required to transform a set of customer needs, expectations and constraints into a solution and to support that solution throughout its life (ISO/IEC FCD 24765, Systems and Software Engineering Vocabulary).

SC7, whose scope is Software and Systems Engineering, can thus be described as a horizontal committee which produces generic standards that are independent of the application domain. These standards are principally focused on process models and good practices (Methods and Techniques).
IT Security Techniques (SC27)
SC27 is involved in the development of standards for the protection of information and ICT. This includes generic methods, techniques and guidelines to address both security and privacy aspects, such as:

· Security requirements capture methodology
· Management of information and ICT security; in particular, information security management systems (ISMS), security processes, security controls and services
· Cryptographic and other security mechanisms, including, but not limited to, mechanisms for protecting the accountability, availability, integrity and confidentiality of information
· Security management support documentation, including terminology, guidelines as well as procedures for the registration of security components
· Security aspects of identity management, biometrics and privacy
· Conformance assessment, accreditation and auditing requirements in the area of information security
· Security evaluation criteria and methodology
SC27 engages in active liaison and collaboration with appropriate bodies to ensure the proper development and application of SC27 standards and technical reports in relevant areas.

Information Technology for Learning, Education and Training (SC36)
SC36 engages in standardisation in the field of information technologies for learning, education and training to support individuals, groups or organisations and to enable interoperability and reusability of resources and tools.

Excluded:

· The SC shall not create standards or technical reports that define educational standards, cultural conventions, learning objectives or specific learning content
· In the area of work of this SC, standards and technical reports will not duplicate work done by other ISO or IEC TCs, SCs or WGs with respect to their component, specialty, or domain. Instead, when appropriate, normative or informative references to other standards shall be included. Examples include documents on specialty topics such as multimedia, web content, cultural adaptation, and security
NOTE:
1. The complete list of JTC 1 subcommittees can be found in Appendix A
2. Details of the other ISO JTC 1 sub committees can also be found at the following URL:  

http://www.iso.org/iso/standards_development/technical_committees/list_of_iso_technical_committees/iso_technical_committee.htm?commid=45020
Development of Local Standards
The ICT Committee is also charged with the mandate of creating local ICT standards, which may involve:
a) The creation of new standards and/or
b) The adoption or adaptation of existing international and or relevant industry documents/guidelines

For example, a view has been expressed from the ICT Committee that it may be useful to look at standards relating to data centers, payroll software or the adoption of CITO’s web development standard.
ICT Committee of JTC 1

Executive Committee

An Executive Committee was voted in by the ICT Committee to assist with the administration of the affairs of the ICT Committee and to ensure that the objectives of the ICT Committee are met. The current Executive Committee members are as follows:

· Chairman – Dr. Patrick Dallas
· Vice Chairman – Mr. Chris Reckord
· Vice Chairman – Mr. Nigel Henry

· Technical Secretary – Mr.  Gladstone Rose
· Recording Secretary – Ms. Vitra A. Gopee
· BSJ Facilitator – Mr. Ajani Blake

Objectives

The following are the objectives of the ICT Committee, which are to be achieved from the ICT Committee’s participation in any combination of the four (4) mirror sub-committees, which have been established to date:

· Review and comment on standards received from ISO and forwarded by the BSJ 
· Send comments on reviewed standards to the BSJ ahead of ISO’s voting deadline 

· Ensure that Jamaica actively participates in the voting process to ensure that our Participator “P” Membership status is maintained
· Agree on an approach to develop or adapt National ICT Standards that are relevant to the Jamaican community

· Actively drive participation and membership in the JTC 1 Committee to ensure that national ICT interest and participation are obtained and reflected in the committee’s votes
Terms of Participation

Your participation on this committee is voluntary; therefore, no payment or stipend will be due and payable. Your participation in the work of this technical committee will enable you to not only be more cognizant of the cutting edge technologies that are being developed by ICT professionals worldwide but to have an active voice/vote on behalf of Jamaica on international standards presented by the ISO.

If you do agree to volunteer in a sub-committee, we strongly encourage your active participation and involvement to ensure that the objectives of each mirror sub-committee is met. 

As a volunteer, you will be required to:
1. Fill out the ICT Committee Membership Form completely

2. Review and comment on the internationals standards sent to you by BSJ voting, either “Yes”, “No” or “Abstain”
i. If your vote is “Yes” or “No”, a justification for your answer should be documented in the comment form, see appendix C3.
NOTE:
1. Not responding to the BSJ’s request for votes will indicate to the BSJ that the Committee should abstain from voting on the respective standard.

2. Attendance at meetings, while encouraged, is not mandatory as you can still actively participate electronically, giving input, comments, feedback, logging a vote and the like on international standards and other documents/information, when received from the BSJ.
3. Standards will not be reviewed during ICT Committee meetings as the voting process will be managed via an email/electronic process and/or on-line means via the BSJ Web Site (Work in progress with updates to be provided at the ICT Committee meeting as they become available).
4. Members are expected to review the standards and submit their comments to the BSJ before ISO’s voting deadline
a. If a voting deadline on a particular standard is such that it takes place just before a scheduled ICT Committee meeting, comments or votes may be submitted or discussed during this meeting…time permitting its inclusion on the current agenda.
5. Your vote and or comments should be sent to the Standards Development and Certification Division through BSJ’s Facilitator on the ICT Committee, current contact details as follows:

Ajani Blake (Mr.) - Standards Development & Certification Officer

Bureau of Standards Jamaica, 6 Winchester Road, Kingston 10

Contact # - Tel: (876) 926-3140-5 x 1021, Fax: (876) 929-4736, Cell: (876) 410-5173

Email: ablake@bsj.org.jm
Appendix A - JTC 1 Sub Committee Listing
	Committee
	Committee Name

	JTC 1/SC 6
	Telecommunications and information exchange between systems

	JTC 1/SC 7
	Software and systems engineering

	JTC 1/SC 27
	IT Security techniques

	JTC 1/SC 36
	Information technology for learning, education and training

	JTC 1/WG 6
	Corporate Governance of IT

	JTC 1/SC 2
	Coded character sets

	JTC 1/SC 17
	Cards and personal identification

	JTC 1/SC 22
	Programming languages, their environments and system software interfaces

	JTC 1/SC 23
	Digitally Recorded Media for Information Interchange and Storage

	JTC 1/SC 24
	Computer graphics, image processing and environmental data representation

	JTC 1/SC 25
	Interconnection of information technology equipment

	JTC 1/SC 28
	Office equipment

	JTC 1/SC 29
	Coding of audio, picture, multimedia and hypermedia information

	JTC 1/SC 31
	Automatic identification and data capture techniques

	JTC 1/SC 32
	Data management and interchange

	JTC 1/SC 34
	Document description and processing languages

	JTC 1/SC 35
	User interfaces

	JTC 1/SC 37
	Biometrics


Appendix B - Acronyms
	Acronym
	Description

	BSJ
	Bureau of Standards Jamaica

	CITO
	Central Information Technology Office

	DIS
	Draft International Standard

	FDIS
	Final Draft International Standard

	ICT 
	Information and Communications Technology 

	IEC
	International Electrotechnical Commission

	IEEE
	Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers

	IETF
	Internet Engineering Task Force

	ISO
	International Organization for Standards

	ITU-T 
	ITU Telecommunication Standardization Sector

	JTC 1
	Joint Technical Committee 1

	O – Membership
	Observer Membership (in ISO)

	OSI 
	Open Systems Interconnection 

	P – Membership
	Participatory Membership (in ISO)

	SC
	Sub Committee

	SR
	Systematic Review

	TC
	Technical Committee

	WG
	Working Group


Appendix C - Voting Process and Review of Documents
C1, Voting Process Flow










C2, Document for Comment via Email or Letter
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Document for Comment

	Document Number
	

	Title
	

	Committee
	

	Sub Committee
	

	Comment Deadline Date
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(Attached file for review - Note that in the case of a systematic review (SR) an attachment will not be sent as ISO does not provide document(s) in this instance)
Definitions

New Work Item Proposal (NWIP) - This is a proposal for the development of a new standard.
Draft International Standard (DIS) - These are standards that are sent for review in its second to last stage of development.
Final Draft International Standard (FDIS) - These are standards that are sent for review in the final stages of the standards development process…This is the final stage for submission of comments.
Systematic Reviews (SR) - These are requests for feedback sent out by ISO to determine if a standard in circulation should be reviewed for one reason or another.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
C3, Comment Submission Form
	Date: 
	Document:




	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Clause No./
Subclause No./
Annex
(e.g. 3.1)
	Paragraph/
Figure/Table/Note
(e.g. Table 1)
	Type of Comment1
	Comment (Justification for change) 
	Proposed Change of Text

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


NOTE:
1. Type of Comments:
ge = general

te = technical 
ed = editorial 

2. Columns 1, 3, 4 are compulsory. 
3. After sending this completed form to the BSJ ICT Committee Facilitator, your role in the voting process will be concluded.
The ICT Committee member will review the attached document and decide if he/she is in agreement with the content of the document





The BSJ will send an email or letter detailing the Standards/Document for comment. See Appendix C2





If the content of the document is satisfactory the committee member should submit a “YES” vote to the BSJ. The member should also submit a comment justifying the vote, see Appendix C3








If the content is Not satisfactory (a “NO” vote) the committee member shall complete the form shown in Appendix C3 and submit to the BSJ. The member should also submit a comment justifying the vote, see Appendix C3








After a consensus has been reached by the ICT committee the BSJ will  submit one vote to ISO on behalf of the ICT Committee
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